FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 7, 2017

CONTACT: Lori Price Abrams, MWW (609.503.8043)
Sue Ross, NJ 2-1-1 (973.929.3747)

Governor Christie Thanks NJ 2-1-1

Resource Specialists offer Voice of Hope on Road to Recovery

If you or someone you know needs help with addiction, call 844.ReachNJ (844.732.2465)
East Hanover, NJ – “This is a proud moment for NJ 2-1-1,” exclaimed board president Gina Plotino, as
she welcomed Governor Chris Christie to the podium at the NJ 2-1-1 call center. NJ 2-1-1 powers
ReachNJ, New Jersey’s Addiction Helpline. First introduced in the Governor’s State of the State address
on January 10, ReachNJ provides those with an addiction a clear path to recovery. Governor Christie
visited NJ 2-1-1 to personally thank the community resource specialists who he said, are the “voice of
hope” as they respond to inquiries for help from people and families suffering with addiction. He
credited all the staff by saying that at NJ 2-1-1 callers would find, "a warm and informed response and
the help they needed to take the next step."
The governor also announced the expansion of the ReachNJ campaign which promotes life-saving
treatment and services to families and individuals fighting addiction. During his remarks he highlighted
startling statistics including:
-

One American dies every 19 minutes from an overdose of heroin or prescription opioid.
Drug overdoses now kill more people than gun homicides and car crashes.
In NJ, the drug overdose death rate increased nearly 22 percent between 2014 and 2015, with a
30 percent increase in heroin deaths over the previous year.
In our state, four times the number of people died of drug overdoses than were murdered in
2016 and three times the number of people who were killed in motor vehicle crashes during
that same time period.
According to 2014 federal data, at least 89 percent of the people who met the definition of
having a drug use disorder did not get treatment.
###

About NJ 2-1-1
The statewide information and referral service began in 2002 when the United Ways of New Jersey spearheaded
efforts to give people-in-need a central location to call when looking for health and human services. The Board of
Public Utilities designated the NJ 2-1-1 Partnership as the sole administrator of the three digit dialing code.
Statewide coverage began in 2005. In 2016 alone, the NJ 2-1-1 Partnership provided resource assistance to over
363,000 people who called 2-1-1 or visited our website. With roughly 3,000 agencies in the organization’s
resource database and over 10,000 programs and services listed, NJ 2-1-1 provides the public with front door
access to non-profit, government and faith-based services, as well as disaster response information. Follow us on
Twitter @NJ211 and FB https: //www.facebook.com/nj211partnership/.

